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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, UNHCR, AO, CG 

SUBJECT: UNHCR REQUEST FOR AIRLIFT OF BLANKETS TO ZAIRE 
REF: A. GENEVA 12095; B. KINSHASA 8484; C. GENEVA 11893 

1 . VON ARNIMHAS NOW INFORMED MISSION THAT HE HAS RE- 
CEIVED COMMUNICATION FROM UNHCR KINSHASA MENTIONED REF A 
AND HAS IN ADDITION SPOKEN WITH UNHCR REP THERE. ESSENCE 

OF COMMUNICATION WAS TO CONFIRM SITUATION REPORTED REF B 
REQUEST FOR AIRLIFT MADE REF C IS THEREFORE CANCELLED. 

2. VON ARNIM SAID THAT CONFUSION WAS BASED ON LACK OF 
AWARENESS BY UNHCR HEADQUARTERS THAT UNHCR KINSHASA HAD 
RECENTLY RECEIVED TWO CONSIGNMENTS OF BLANKETS. IN THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, VON ARNIM SAID UNHCR WOULD BE ASKING 
CARITAS GERMANY TO REPLACE THE BLANKET CONTRIBUTION WITH 
TRUCKS TO SUPPLY REFUGEES IN CATARACT AREA. 
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3. CONFIRMING PARA 3, REF B, VON ARNIM SAID THERE WOULD 
STILL BE A NEED FOR 15,000 BLANKETS FOR CABINDAN REFUGEES, 
AND INQUIRED WHETHER THERE MIGHT BE ANY U.S. INTEREST IN 
SUPPLYING THIS NEED. SORENSON 
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